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| forel fad, ana83mple manner and-farme as Zohns Maſon, Rp 


A diſcourſe briefly EY the true State and Title 


of il the Com troller, or Poſtmaſter general of England, the 
| | g #3ighcto | it, and x08, a gently to the forraigne 
- and Inland foe Offices, as incilene thereunto, and more 
© plainly appeares byFRepdr. of Sir Robert Heath, then his 
| Maieſties Arturney £-nerall : By a Verdit or Jury: of 12, 
+ .men in the K ings Berich, and a Report in the Commons 
Houſe of : + hh thg 4. of our Gratious Soveraigne. 


* £2,  Novembiie, 37- Henrici Oftavi. 


- _ - 


22 IP. > {He King granced unto Sir William Pag*t, 
144 TA uz Z>x 2X4) principall Secretary of State, and John Ma- 
W = ſon French Secretary, and chelonger liver of 

/ AZ, them, an Office called, Officixm Magiſtri 
Na NA A Nuncrorum Curſorum. five Poſtarum tam n- 
SA ASTRA (+4 Re gem noſtrym Anglie, quam in quibuſ- 


7 ave . Crue Alijs partibus tranſmarints in noſtro do- 


ming. axifemibua, with a Penfion of 66.11.1 3.5.4 d.per aunmm, 


To hold, occupie, and enjoy, by themſe]yes, or-their ſufficien 
Depurie, or Deputies, during their owne lives, or the life of 
the longer liver of thery, with all profirs, commodities, and ad- 


Vantages belonging to rhe faid Office, inſuch ample: and large, 


mann id forme, as-Sir. Brian T uke: Knighr, or any. other per- 
ſon, or perſons i in che-faid Office, had. received or enjoyed fi for 
the execution ofgr. | 
4 May, 9. Elxabethe, . The Queene grants unto,'T; homas 
Randy! ph.che.. ſame,: Office in theſe. words, Officiuns Magiftri , 
WORCLY 14498 & eur forvems commugiter wacarum Paſtarum mſtra- 


zum. tam. LIC RK 7 anew noſt rum Anglie, « quam in 'quibuſcunque * 


al parti tranſm marint in Noſtro Don:tnio exiſtemibus ' with 
the £; Fas Bi pſion. of 66.1i.1 3.5.4.d.per am, to his 2- 


other that « EN ed che faid. Office, 8c... .. | EZ 
14. Septem ris. 1569. Thomas Randolph, in verrue of Fl A- 
foreſaid Grant, "makes a Depuration, ro Rafacll Vandeput tobe 
the M erchanc, Strangers. Poſt_wirhin the- citie of, London, ro. 
enjoy 1 iT with allche Prgwns and priviledges that. Criſtian Suſliag 


eryoyed.” $i Te Ts * -* 21. Fat 


\ "y 


ys 


| >, Rea: Office 


i ef Penon and y th all the rofics, commeodi- 
L acid advan es in as ample manner: and forme, as : Sir Zohv 
mm, Thamas Randalph, or any body elle” who bad formerly 


5 


18.Deccmbris,1. 7} acobt. Ms Donn, x663. Zohn Lord 


1's Stanhope, In vere of the former Grant makes a Depuration | 


und Mathew De efmeſter For his life;ro by be <0 Mergtiong range! 
Poſtavithin the ciry-of L,6ndo, to enjo |-profits and 
mo roar acll Vandeps 

befotch NE 17 Dn 11 HY 
" 25. Pots 5. Yatobs,) ohm Lord Sranks chew 14 

kis former Gran; the King makes anew Gra! 

_ umbothe ſaid 3 Jo Lora Ft ably ani hlerk his Sonne, i in 
rhe yery Nine mtr -rotrold and enjuy during” both their li\ * 


| &thelon _ liver of thern by tem S,0r es Notes 


' puric or 


puries with the ame Penſion, and*all wed s tollcy 
ards; dict, commodiries, and advantages belongi 

win oe — 6 in AS. Ba ora —_— ant ortne 5 
Form 7 umils woiph,or the (Arn Eta” Sr 
MOR br et body fe im the fafd 


es Domintions, deg-ckles _ Matthew Dequeſtey, 
che father; anal atthew : Diemueft 
the longer liver of them, with in and authotitie ro rhem- 
ſelves, ſnFrcient 'depurie or De puties, "{ervagit of ſeri ervatits, to 
have theidle: raking up,” ES we, ; orig ying of all Mo 


and letters ntengia the] oh "of us Lan eee 
ſors, and of all 6ther packers and letrers, IH havethtno inating 
and appointing of Poſts and Cariers necefſary' and convenient, 
as well within the Realm of England as in Act baw'spe rick 


he romfeying; export por ſuch letters, 8 


—_— 


ice OMX tormetly | 


| & 4 A l,17:facebs 'TheKing (as isallea ) rafts vhow 
ot CANNES alter of F netandfor — out! of his 
he Sonne, for their lives, 'or | 


70 


for 
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BS ern IreIrnen nor mann en en 


- imploythemn, alfand'every the ike femme! pol lata 19. 
_ rewards, Rares, and emolluments, 


aid Officeunto William Frizel,& MT homas Witherirgs for both 


ehetr lives; orthe longerliver of them; to beginne immediatly af= a my = | by 
.- ter the death of Farthew Dequeſter the facher, and'to receive the IRA 
ſame beneftes, Eniollumants and rewards: ſpecified i in Dequeſters et] 


| Rodes of England, certaine ſummes of money amounting to 


. which fammes of money they were bound to-runne in poſt, and 


Sir Francs P/ink Banks 


(3) 
adaforeflid; aig Fomvrime rotine demimeandraks 
ction-of the fit ONicefor their paines of rhe parties 


refpettively as then were, md, 
afrerwards RL rake or ufirally taken }for,orinreſpeolt | 
Finger penory wpof fime orc ik buſfrgffe, #0, 75» 

15 Mart 7! Curolf/ The Kitg reciting the former Pace. 5. 
and raking*notice thar Farthew Dequrftty the ſonne was dead, 3 


and J.Dequeſter the father ſtil] living, grants a Reverfion of the © Jo : 


Parent aforegoing, 8&c. 

25. Aprits 13. Caroli, Charts Lord St 6 Was ; command- 
edro bring his'Lerters Parents ro the Councell Table, 

- 23:7 art, 13. Carol, The Kit (as'1S alleadged') Gakthh; and Patent of o__ 
er6tts z new Office; to be called 7 Letter Office of England de- wn . 

chring there ſhould be one Officer from timero time appainred > 
ro receive, and! ſend all Lerrers to and fro within his Majeftics probing all 4 
Doininions ef Engkind, Seorland, and Ireland, where” he faid Letrersbut | 
Otheer ſhalfſertle Pots, excepr [ſack Letters as ſhalt'beſenc: by. himſelfe. | 
common knowne ER along with their Carcs, Wagons , 
or Pack-horſes, and a letter or more ſent by a Meſſenger on - 
or by a friend, to have and take for Poſtage and con- LE 
veyance thereof 'certaine: rates therein ſpecified : and this Of- I | 
Kee rhe King grants unto Maſter 7homas Witherings during bis | 
naturaltf life to bee exercifed by himſelfe, his Depuries or A(- | 
ſignes, and the ſaid Maſter Witherings at the fame time cove. - 3M 
nanting to pay unto certzine Poſtmiſters of the foure principal | 


2053.}t.+x.5:4.d, according to a Schedule thereto annexed; for 


carrie once a weeke both inwards and outwards rhe Maile or 
Mailes of Letrerswithour further charge andalfowance,, - OE 

Y.Zmlrr. T3. Caroli, TheKing grancs' unto Sir Zahn Cooke, and, * 6 REA 

« nights, priricipall Secretaries of Stare, © 

Officium Magiffri Nanciorum,” & curſorum communiter vocatum 
Rear ne dominica _—_ vith a Penſion of 66.” 
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eo 
li. 13.5:4.4; per am, and all other profits, Rights, Regards, 
Piers; Commodities, and advancages belonging,on appertaining | 
* umto thefaid Officegto-hoſd and enjoy the premiſes by themſelves, | 
or by their Depurie or Depuries during their lives, or the longer | 
liver of them in the ſaid Office of principall Secrecariesof Stare, 
in as ample manner and forme as Sir Joſs Maſon, Thomas Rav: - 
dolph, Tohn Lord Sranhope, or any other that formerly had or en- 
joyed the ſaid Office © and further declares, that for the furure, the 
ſaid Office thall be joyned and annexed unto. the,.Office or place 
| of chieſe Secretaries of State for the time being ſucceſſively; 8&c. * 
| Lord Stazhope + By the fore-recited Patents, it appeares how: Charles: Logd, 
- andhis prede- Stanbope and his predeceſſors in the Qffice were. Controllers, or. . 
1 95716 Poſt- Poſtmaſters generall of England, from the 37.-of Hewryqhe 8: 
J of 3,014.4 untill the 17.0f King [ames,which is abour foureſcore yeares, and 
I for 80. Ne the deceaſed Lord Sraxhope did not onely by himſelfe and depu- 
ties enjoy the ſaid Office without diſturbance for: rhirtie. 
yezres together, but by yerrue thereof: in December 1603, makes 
a Depuration unto Matthew Dequeſter for his life; ro be the Mer-. 
| Mr. Dequeſer, chant Strangers Poſt within the city. of London, under whom in 
| Lord $ta,hopes ſubordination to the L.Sranhop? were nine other,called the forrain. 
Deputy. Poſts or Curriers, who. by. turnes went to andfrointg France, 
 *.**. Flanders, and Holland, with-all-packecs, and.letters,jbogh of ;the: 
' "State, and particular Merchants, and Matthew. Dequeſter comin, . 
nually by his place reciding at the Office in London; ar.the arri-. 


'| Nine Curricrs vall of :each forreigne Poſt or Currier, received the Lewyeysg 
| or Forreigne and diſtribured them abroad, unro Merchants, .and likeyiſe-.coly 
|- Poſts. lefting the-Merchants lerters, :delivered them cothe.Curgjzersro be? 
exported, and for this labour and paines of his, had a. noble a- 
Y caly one rench 2Y*8* of each Currier inwards, and the renth parc of al} che pro- 

| part of the firs outwards, the Curriers enjoying the:reſt, themſelves,, and this. 
' Fruits our- appeares by ſundry Proclamations, the. originall Depurati;nuns: 
' wards, anda to Matthew Dequeſter under Iohn Lord Stanhops hand, 1.8. Decegy,- 
| noble each 1603. Matthew Dequefters owne hand writing, and the depoſi-. 
PA #4 ”  tionof thouſands fill living if ut were needfall. Matthew D -que-, 
| Dequeſterbe- fer having thus managed the Office for the forraine Letters, as | 
 rraying the deputie to the Lord Staxhope about 20.yeares, either out of yaine- 
| Lord Stanhope g{gry,covetoulnes,or ſome ſiniſter repeRs,or other, finds means- 
whoſe iervant 1, informe the King how the Lord Stanhops Patents was only for 


' he had beene . 2-4 . OE 
| for 20.yeares. ſervices (0 be done in forreine parts-within the Kings Poon 
| | an 


W—_—— 


'D equeſicr had 
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and hereupon under 1 3.Aprill17. [4cob7 the. King makes a Grant - 
unto Mat.Dequeſter he father,and Aſari Dequeſter the ſorine, for 
their lives,or the longer liver of them ro be Poſtmaſters of England 
for ſervices to be done in forreinparts being out of his Majeſties Domi- 
#ions,and by verue thereof precended to;ſertle Poſts and Carriers 
; within his Majeſties Dominions of England,and began effeQual- 
| Iyro carryto and fro within the Kingdome, all ſuch Lerrers and 
| Packets, as were to goe out or come from abroad, by force and 
' vercue of the aforeſard Grant : abour which time-Tohy Lord Star- 
hope dying, Charles Lord Sranhope having notice hereof, made 


. | oppoſition, whereupon on the 19. of December 21, Tacobi, the 


| King by his Letters Patents declares, thar fithence the making 

of the {aid Letters Patents the 17 Jacobi. Charles Lord Stanhope © 

of Harirgten made compliainc that the faid Grant unte De- 

queſt:r did trench into the office which the ſaid Charles Lord 

| Stanhope held of Poſtmaſter general], as well within the King- 

| dome of England, as in whatſoever parts beyond the ſeas wichin 

ais Majeſties Dominions ; his Majeſtie was pleaſed to referre the 

ſaid complaint unto #./liams late Earle obPenbrooke, Sir George 

Calvert, principall Secretary of State, Sir Thomas Coventry his 

| Magjeſties Actorny Generall, and Sir Robert Heath his Majeſties 

Solicicer Generall, who certified under their hands, thar the ſaid 

Lord Sranhopes Granz of Maſter ofhis Majeſties Poſts did'extend Lord Sta»hopes 
but co ſuch ſeryices as.were-to be done inthe Realme of England, Grant exten 
and others his ſaid Majeſties Dominions, and that Dequeſters ** all ſervices 
Patent exrended onely to. ſervices to be done out of his Maje- 2.9" _ 
ſties Dominions; Maſter Degaeſter notwithſtanding continuing jeftics —__ % 
ro incroach. upon the priviledges of Charles Lord Stanhop? Poſt- ons. 

maſter Cienerall. of England, and other his Majeſties Domini- D-queſters Pa- 
ons, the ſaid Lord petitions King James of happy memory *©* <xtended 
for leave ro irie histicle at Law, and having commenced a ſute,af- _ k ev 
ter along Evidence obraines a Verdif in Hillary Terme, 22. Ia- out of his Ma- 
cob for the validiiie of his owne Parent a D equeſters, but jeſties Domi- 
the aid Charles Lord Sramhope being ſtill deluded, was conſtrai- 219n*- 

ned to petition our gratious Soyeraigne that now is ; Copies of - _ in 
which Petitions, together with his Majeſties Reference, and the ſe £5. 
Report thereupon, extrated from the Originall, hereafter fol- Lord Stanbopes 
JOWo-- EE Patent againſt 


| A 3 | | To Dequefter. 
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- The humble Pertion of Charles Lord Stanhope 
of Harmeton. 
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Hoff humbly ſhewing unto yaur moſt gr aious Ndajeſtie, 


| Har whereas ipleaſed your Majeſties late Father of worthy 


Petition to the deceaſed Father, 7ohn Lord Stanhope of Harington, the Office of 
Parliament, Poſtmalter general] of all his Vajeſties Dominions whatſoever, 
4. Cgroll. as well within the Realme of England, as in whatſoever place be- 
A; yond the ſeas. And whereas your Petitioners Father did in his 
1; life rime appoint one datthew Dequeſter a Dutch man.to be his 
1 Depurie for tranſporting and importing of letters from London, 
7 equeſteys frau- into, and from forreigne parts, which Matthew Degqueſter(raking 
lene defling dv fſuch defefts as he ſuppoſed to be in your Petitioners 

rowards his © 2dVantage of ſuch defe&ts as he ſuppoled to be in your Peritioners 

old Maſter, Parenc) did fraudulently and cunningly procure a Parent from 

your Highneſſes Father,for tranſporting and importing of Let- 

ters out of your Highneſſe Dominions, into, and from forreigne 

parts, thereby ſuppoſing ro deceive your Petitioner of a great part 

of his Office,ro your Petitioners great diſhonour and diſgrace, 

1 | The Title of your Petitioners, Patent, Ir pleaſed your Father 
n of famous memory, to give leave to trie at Law, as by the Peti- 

tion annexed appeareth: And for as much as your Peritioner hath. 

Dequeſters Pa tried his 'T'icle at Law accordingly, and recovered his right there- 
5 T dechreg ÞY>by whichthe Parent of Degueſter appeares to be void by a)u- 

void by Law. Ty 2nd Verditt of twelve men, although the Judges for matter of 
words in the Declaration, 8 not for any thing in ſubſtance, have 


(notwithſtanding the Verditt ſo paſſed againſt Matthew Neque= 

fer his Patent) for your Highneffe berter ſatisfation, that the Of- 

_ fice is truely belonging to. your Peritioner,, to call before your 

{WY _ Majeſtie your Atrurny Generall, who can (by the Verdict recove- 
[| ; red and recorded, and heing fully acquainted in al] the, procee- 
- ding) truely informe your Majeſtie, And 'thartwo of the Judges. 

ot your Higlineſſe Bench, namely Juſtice Dodriage, and | uſtice 
wWhitfocke may deliver likewiſe their opinions unto your ay" 
| | _ for 


wt At re 


tee tee 
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F| Lord Sta:hops memory, King Iames,to invelt upon your Petitioner,and his | 


z 

: 
[ 
- 
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molt excellent Majeſty = 


{taied Judgement. May it therefore pleaſe your gratious Majeſtic, 
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wy | ro ſuch Proclamations formerly in the like kinde, and under ſuch 

of | paines and penalties as hererofore have beene ſer downe in the 

r, | fame Proclamation, - | 2 

Co OY ' = Antlyour Petifioner,&t. 

1s bh ag = 

is His Majeſties Reference on the ſaid Petition. 

$: -At the Conrt at Whitehall, the 4. Feb.16z5. 

rs 1s Majeſtie is graciouſly pleaſed, that Maſter Arturny Ge. g;. g,1rieas 
m nerall examine the proceedings mentioned in this Petition, his Majeſties 
+ | and certifie his Majeſtic concerning the ſame, with his opinion Arturney Ge- 
ze | of the Petitioners right, and if the Patent of Degqzeſters be 2<rall, ordered 
It | yoidby Jury and Verdict of twelye men,and the true cauſe why © POP" 

e |the Judges haye: forborne co giye Judgement, and then his 

Majeſtie will further, fignifie his royall pleaſure. 

4 LE > Thomas Aylesbury. 

- |.,, Report of Sir Robert Heath his Majeſties Ar- 

© *, turny: Generall. E 

by AS co your Majeſties command, I have examined the Oe of Polt- 
. | { A proceedings mentioned inthat Petition, and doe finde it maſter gene- 
£ true, Thar the Office of Poſtmaſierſhip of E ngland.ts an antient Office, rall of E _ 
= |rbat. Dequeſter Was far\ divers yeares Deputic nnder John Lord ancient 
r | Stanhope (who had this Office) for the forreigne ſervice. | queſter ST ard 
\ That Dequeſter afterwards found the meanes to obtaine a Pa- Stanbops Depu- 
- |rent to himlſelfe of all the forreigne ſervice, ſuggeſtingrhar the tie. . 

s. [Lord Sranhopes Grants was but for all Packets of [Letters within OT falle 
+. |this Realme,and thar your Majeftie might grant another for theſe [984911998 

« [which ſhould be carried our of the Reatme,  '*» © — | 

A That 


—_ 


—— 


Fo * + © x Ons Meebo, Had «verdilt fer AgHs) 
x +2 KAT en am ="; e —_ _ the Judges have not given pH ok ipe 
RT. Ver- = <a e raing FLO-T rn for J's default in, the Declaration of the 
nrafe, bur nor for any diſlike of the verdiQ, .. 
af above fifry Merchants cradingfor the Neatherlands, s, did 
* ciniie under their hands, the. prejudice they. ſuffer by De, queſters 
partiality, in deliverin Merchant Strangers Letters owhich be- 
- ing; "_ inte]ligence of their rage ). before the Lerrers of th 
Engli 
Lord Stanhopes Tio which I conceive my Lord Stanhope bad rl nht to-this im- 
right to the ployment, as incident to the place of Poſtmaſter General. 
q forreine buli- * "1,4 it is the more convenient, becauſe your Merchants deſire 
| neſle as Polt- 
J - * maſtergene- ©9 have a meere Engliſhman whom they know and truſt : and if ir 
£ il rall. be ſerled with the-Lord Stanhope and his Deputy, : Matthew De- 
1 . queſter, if he ſhall finde incouragement, may nevertheleſſe brin 
his action, and make an experience, if upon anew cryall hee can 
| procure a verdi& for him and his title, 


ST Ro: Heath. 


NJ erotandin! this benigne Referee from his Maiefty, 
and ſo ample and juſt a Report made by ſo many Ronoura- 
ble Perſonages, the power and Fl brilty of Adarthew Degps, -ſter was 

ſuch, as the Lord Sranhope was (till 4eluded by him; Whereupon 

Henry Billingsley, Deputy to the {aid Lo'd $ ranhops, was forced 
. | ſeverall times co have recourſe unto the Parliament, quarto Ca- 
| rol, Copy of his ſecond Petition being this that followes; roge 
| | ther with an Order of the Commons Houſe therenpon, and" Re- 
port of the Committee appointed in har behalfe. 


. * 4 A 


To the Honourable Aſſembly in the "FHANINS Houſe of 
Farliament. 


The bumble Petition of the Merchants of London in generall, andy 
| TOY Dy in particular. 


| Pitition of Mr. Shewerh, 
F [core pu hag Hat whereas your Petitioners having herecofore exhibire, d; 
| L-rd Stanhope, Petition co,the, grand Committee for grievances. againkt one 
4-Caroli, Atethrw Dequeſter, concerning the: Poſtmaſtersoffice i in con; 
veighin 
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'Y faid complaint; whereupon it is reps by the ſaid Houſe, thar 


veightng Letters beyond the Seas; w is (@ 
abuſe offered ra your Pericioners by ch | 

cution of the ſaid office, a time now long ſince paſt wg 
by the Honourable Commirtee to heare the faid car 


reaſon of many other urgent and weighty occaſtons, and other 


- ” 


” 
= L 
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Petitions of grievances which had priority in the exhibition ; 


your Petitioners complainc hath nor as yet been'beard, bur your 
Petitioner Billingsley ever fince detained a prifoner in the Mar- 
ſhallſea concermng thar bulineſle, | 


Your Petitioners humbly pray this Honourable AG 

- - 1 !  fembly willvouchfafe a ſpeciall Commirtee to heare their 

. aid agrievances, whereby lome fpeedy order may bee 

taken for che reliefe of your Petitioners; and the dif- 

charge of the faid Billingslcy out of priſon, as ro your 
wiſdome ſhall ſeem meere. 


a+ 5 And they ſhalt daily pray for the 
of this Honourable Aſſembly, 


profperons [acceſſe 
HENRY BILLINGSLEY, 


Order of the Commons Houſe upon the ſaid Petition. 
0 Sabet. 14. Funii quarto Carols. 


Petition was this day read in the Commons Houſe of Par 

; nes - Order of 
. liament ; Exhibited.in the name of Merchants of London -—onkes - 
in generall, and of Henry Billingsley in particular ; Shewing char Houſe, 
upon a Petition formerly exhibued coche ſaid Houſe againſt one 4-Caroli. 


Hatthrm Dequeſter, concerning the Poſtmaſters office, in con- 
yeighing Letters beyond the Seas, and other. matters in the ſaid 
former Petition mentioned, a time: now long {ince paſt was ap- 
pointed by the grand Committee, for grievances for the hearin 

of the ſaid.cauſe, which by reaſon of many. other weighty occaſi- 
ons in:erceding, hath not yer been heard, bur che ſaid! Billin sley 
ſtil] derained apriſoner conceming theſaid buſineſſe,: And Shs 
fore ir was humbly prayed by the ſaid Petitioner, Fhar a fpeciall 
Committee might be appointed (by the ſaid: Houſe, ro hearethe 


Mr, Alderman 


PESTS _—_ 


00 iD 2 tr eh Aer ws at GOA. A PEE 2h. a OO 1 a + 


< Solid —w ds << 


PEE En Ig 
Ld 


> Wn DE Ian ond 


\ 
= 
— 


"IM 


\- \ RO bh , 
. Oo ds 
m2>————_—_— 
-_ *- ” - 


pl. ..” 
= - >. ”% A 
+a, p 4 
©. 3 
. W? 
i OY 7 ; 
> 


a - 
> 


Report of - | 


the Commit- 
rce, 

4.Carsl7. 
Declare De 
que, ley to 
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"Min Aman Moles, — Mr.OMdSvorth 
Mr:Aiderman Cl:therow.  Mr.Strode, 
-Mr:Wiltran Curftable,” Mr. Kerkebaw. 
Mr.Roydon, © Mr Walter. © 
Mr. Edward Baſſe. Mir. Bunch. 
Mr. ſoles the Lawyer. Mr. Rolles. 
Mr. Earle Rx Sir Tho: Heate, 
Mr. Matthewes, - Sir Tho, Steward. 
Mr. Gimrr. | Mr. Lawley. 
Mr. Bark-r. Sir Edward Giles. 
Mr. Sherwell. Mr.D ougitie. 


ſhall rake conſideration of the cauſe contained in the ſaid Petiti- 


-ons, and for that purpoſe are to'meet on Munday next, at two of 


the Clock in the afrernoone, in the Exchequer Chamber, and 
Matthew Dequeſter, and all other perſons whom this buſineſſe 
concerneth, are to have notice given of the ſaid time and place, 
and the ſaid Matthew Degweſter is then to bring with him his Let- 
ters Patents'concerning the ſaid office, and he ſaid parties may 
be then heard with their Counſel! if chey thinke fir. 

This Committee having taken information of the buſineſſe, 
declared how Dequeſter procured his Patent from the King by 
uncrue ſuggeſtions, and rhar the impriſonment of Billin; «ry by 
Dequeſter was uniuſt,” the rather in regatd: a verditt at Law had 
paſſed againſt the ſaid Dequeſter therein,” as more at large in the 
Reporr it ſelfe, which followes. 


Marti 24. Funii 4 Caroli. 


Eport was this day made from the Commictee appointed vo 
conſider of the Petition exhibired unto this Houſe by Henry 
Billiwgsl-y,againit a Patent lateiy obtained by Marthew Dequeſter, 
for the {ole car ying of all Letters beyond, the Seas, and from 
thence'into this Kingdome ; upon which Reporr ir appeared,that 


have beene the the ſaid Matthew D2queſtey had for many yeares together carry- 


Lord Starho, s 
Deputie pro- 
cures a Paren! 
upon vn:rue 
ſuggeſtions. 


true 31g 1:ſtions procure to himſelf the ſaid Pate. from his Maieſty, 


ed Letters beyond the Seas, and rom thence hither, by vertue of 
a depuration co him therein made by the Lord Sranhop?, Poſt- 
matter of England, :and'having ſo done; did larely »pon ſonze un- 
and 
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and then oppoſed the Parent of Poſtmaſter cc to hy I Lord F 
by force whereof himſelfe had long trme taken upon him the carrias Ki ch”. 
Letters. And ic turther appeared that the ſaid Dequeſter had abuſed his _ ny 4s 
renr in the execurton thereof, to the great preiudice ofthe Engliſh Me: chants, 
| who being by him reſtrained from ſending or receiving their Lerers by : ny 
other Poſt bur himſelfe, and having cut up ſome Vac kets of Le:ters ſerv by the 
Merchanis by other Poſt, did himſelfe, being an Alien borne, deliverthe Ler- 
re s of the merchant Strangers before the Engliſh, to their gear damage, and 
likewiſe exated money fromthe Engliſh merchants, beſides the due fee, be-' | 
forerhey could ger their Leniers, And thar the ſaid D-gzeſter procured he faid 
Petitioner B-lingslry depured by the faid Lod Stanhope to carry the {aid Ler- | 
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of rers. to be imp: 1{uned for ca rying .thereof ; which impriſonment the Com=- 
TI” mit. ee conceived to be unjuſt ; the rather becauſe a terdict at Law hath paſſed A; 
ſe. | againſt tne {aid Dequr ſter ther. in. Whereupon it is declared and adiudged by rn 
T5 the aid Houſe of Commons, that the ſaid Patent ſo oran e! to the fad De- 
__ queſter is a grievance 1n the executi n. And it is further +rdered, that he fail | 
y Commi ee ſhall fr.me and ter:derto the Houſe a Periticn to be preſenied co | 
his Maieſty, for che mlargemert of the ſaid B; Uingsl y ou: of priſon, whe e hee | 
4 hath been impriſone! by the ſpace of thirteen weekes, And are co meer ai ſea- | 
y | ven of the Clock ro murrow mcrning inthe Courc of Wards, | 
| Po, FE, Brighte. 
a" | 
. _—_— was the Patent of Dequeſte on all ſides found uniuſt, and he Ho- | 


nour -bie Houſe of Commons having then .daclare and adiudyed the | 
ſame a grievance, would no doubt have put the Lord Stanhope againe in p: fe 
ſeſſion, kad nor that Pariiament been unhappily diſſolved within two dayes af= | 
te the ſaid Repo't was made, | 
| - Bur Degarfter, thouch inceſſantly oppoſed by ſo much rightand reaſon, did | 
fo often imp iſon Billingsl, <3, and perplexe him otherwiſe. as was his utter un- | 
doing in the end, ani by that meanes continued by kimſelfe the execution of | 
his unduly bor. Parent, cili the 20, of Febr, 1631. which was twelve yeares : 
and' it 1s remarkable, char Dequeſter during all the time, did neicher more no 
Jeſſe about Services to be done out of his Maieſties 1Dominions, which was the! 
Tenu e of the Kings immedi: e Grant unto himſelfe, than whar he Jid betc re 
as Deputy totte ! ord Sranhyp- for wwenty yeares together. | 
But now under the 20, of Fehr, 1631, as aforeſ id, Matthew Dequeſt | 
makes a Ceputarion of his forraine P oſtmaſterſhip concerning ſervices to be do 
ont of his Mn; ſties Dominions unto Mr. Thomas Witherings, with all rights an« 
_ privkedges thereunto belonging, and then Covenants, chat if hethe ſaid M 
20122 zh:rings, Or his Aflignes, « or ff other, ſhall obtain a new Patent 


2 of urriers ſhall be cor 
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| (12) 
and the ſaid Mr. Witherings thereby alſo promiſes, that the number of the ſaid 
mine Curriers ſhall not be encreaſed, bur by him continued as then they. were, 
21 withall che priviledges and benefits they then uſually enjoyed. 
Yes Mr. Withrrings by vyerme of this deputation from Degurſter, and the rever- 
Þf fin granted Fr:;z and himſcife, the 15. of March following, 7. Coroli, be- 
I'* ing in poſſeſſion and exerciſe of the forraigne buſineſſe, continued ro make uſe 
A . of thelenine forraigne Poſts or Curriers ſome few moneths only, and then 
4 rurned them all out of their imploymenr and office which they had purchaſed 
F © fortheir lives, and Mr, Fithcrings himſelf covenanted with Dequeſter as afore=- 
F' faid,to keep them in, by which device of his, he comes to enjoy the wiole 
fruics of the forraigne office himſelfe, who before was to have had not above 
therwentieth parc, the other ninereene parts being divided berwixt theſe nine 
Curriers, who by this proiet may have luffered already abour rwenty thouſand 
{|| pounds fterling, i | 
k CAndificbealleadged, as it may truly, that the ſaid forraign Letters go now. 
{|| more ſpeedily and orderly by this way of Stasferra then formerly ; yer ic is as 
4 eaſily replyed, that though rhe good of the weale publique be in no kinde to be 
4 omitted, nor advancement of the office neglected, thar in ſuch caſe the im- 
T provement of the office ſhould be alike to all the intereſſed, and nor ſome all; 
Ih none ar all, eſpecially in this caſe of the forraigne Curriers, who equally 
| - with Mr, Witherizgs had their offices for their lives, and better title JET 
\' fromthe Lord Stanhope ; Whereas Mr, Witheriags his was only from Mat- 
| thew Dequeſter by depuration, or what Deqweſfer had in reverſion, . 
*  TheLord Stanhope and his Deputies being thus outed of their profits and 
j\| employmenc about forraine ſervices which their Predeceſſors Poſtmaſters ge- 
\ nerall of England had for above foureſcore yeares together enioyed uncon- 
'\tro!lably, did ſtill continne ro carry to and fro within the Kingdomes, all pac- 
|| kets of letters boch of Stare and Subie&s which were :brought unto them for 
| ſuch rates and benefits as was agreed berween the parties, every man being free 
{| to ſend his Letters by whom he would, and ro pay as little as he could ;-and 
| thus ir continued till a little before 1637. 22 .Z4mt,13. Caroli, at which time 
1 Mr. Yith:rings upon miſinformation obtaines a grant from the King, whereby 
| he ſince precends to carry all Letters himſelfe, which how far it entrenches up- 
| onthe freemans hberty, will no doubr be duly weighed and conſidered of by 
[ the Parliamenr, | | | RS 
i Matthew Dequeſter 17. of King James, uponthe obtaining ro be Poſtma. 
{ terof England, for ſervices to be done out of his Maieſties Dominions, al- 
| cadged in his owne Patent, that the Lord Stanhopes grant was of ſervice to. be 
| lope-wichin his Maieſties Dominions only, and ſo was content to let the Loxd 
tanhope have the inland buſineſſe, which ſhewed ar leaſt he bad ſome conſci- _ 
|} nce, and would rellcruth, though nor_the_whe meb.L— 


- | 


- 


- 8 (13) 

buſineſſe, by the ſame Law, and with.as much equity, did-Mr. Witherings turne 
bis officers and his deputies our of the inland bufineſſe, and. yer both by De- 
gneſter and Mr, Witherings acknowledged to be poſtmaſter generall of Eng- 
land, and all other his Maieſties Dominions, & 

The Lord Stanhope thus knowne to be poſtmaſter of England , beſides the 
continual! pratice and. preſcription of his predeceſſors, for foureſcore yeares 
together, the very ticle and ſound of poſtmaſter generall of England is ſuffici- 
ent to tell every one, that he and his deputies are they that thould likely rake 


raigne ſervices, and thoſe to be done out of his Maieſties Dominions , where 
the King had no power to grant a priviledge, did totally abridge the Lord 
Stanhope and his deputies from medling within the Kings Dominions with any 
packets of Letters ether of King or Subie&t, which came from abroad into 
|England, or went out of England into forraine parts. - —_ 

 Againe Mr, yitherings will not deny the Lord S:anhope to be poſtmaſter ge- 
nerall of England, and the Poſts of England to be his deputies, ar leaſt he pre- 


- [tends norto be ſuch himſelfe, and yer conſtrained the poſts upon all the Rodes 


to earry his Mailes of Lerters, ſuffering no body elſe to carry Letters but theſe 


poſts depuries to the Lord Staxhope, and appropriated the whole benefit unto Mr.J/ither 
thimſelfe, withour the leaſt acknowledgement unto the Lord Stanhope, or no- oppreſfio 


ice of the poſts his depuries, unlefle ic were to turne ſome of them our of their = inland 
ofts. 


places, make others pay a ſecond fine, and reduce the wages. of the reſt from 


 pbove 4000.11, per azmam,to 205 3,1, befides the Wwanr of their arreares, being 


"many thouſand pounds, to the utter undoing of many families, as in theirown 
Remonſtrance more ar large appeares. 

| - Bur beſides the invalidity of Mr./itherings his patent derived from Deque- 
fer, which ſo plainly trenches upon the Lord Sranhope, who by that meanes 

as illegally put our of his poſſeſſion, Mr, w:therings was furiher 


undry miſdemeanours ; as firſt, opening of packets and letters : 


\ ſing the Kings Miniſters rhe receipt of their Jetters in due time, 3, Exattion 


| greater poſtage of letters. 4. Exportation, or conmving at exportation of 


- old and goods unaccuſtomed, under colour of his office. 5, Nor ſuffering 


- fine poſtmaſters, 8. Miſdemenours of his deputies and ſervams in both of- 


e officers to ſearch his paſſage boate, 6. Not hokling correſpondency wich 
raine poſtmaſters for want of languages. 7. Not payment of duciesto for- 


4 


LIES 


Charge and carry the Letters to and fro, ſo long as they are in England : And 
Matthew Dequeſter in hu ſecond Patent, 17. 7 acobi, confeſſed himſelfe to be Poſt- Dequeſter | 
maſtcr for ſervices only to be done ont of England, and that the Lord Stanhopes feflion of 
grant and his Were of aiſtin(t places, one Withinchis Majeſties Dominions, the other Lorg Stat 
Without his Maicſties Dominions, and yet he by vertue of this Patent for for- F**cnt. 
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accuſed of Mr. Wit'er' 
2 Nor ad. ſeverall miſ 
demeanour 
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HS Males for nothing." 1 3; Deraining ſome -mens'.Lerters longer then-others. 
14 Refuſing toſendaway the Kings packers. 15. ln makings Monopoly of 
-'* his patent, by the ill execution. of n. And laſt, of his nor- cr{charging' of the 
 rruſttheKing repoſed in him fer execution of* the ſaid offices, and although 
all theſe reaſons were not ſpecifiec' in rhe-ſequeſtration, together with the nul- 
+. liry of Degueſter and Maſter With:rings his parent, by a verdict in the Kings 
Þ' Bench, and the Committees Report to the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 
R 4.Caroli, areference to rwo Honourable perſonages, and his Majefties At- 
iX turney, and Soliciter generall, the oppreſſion of the 9. forraine poſts, oppreſ- 
Wb - ſion of all the inland poſts. Carriers, Wagi-ns, foor-poſts, and others impri- 
ſoned and undone by Mr.withering', ver his Ma elty his privy Counſeil, and 
the Secretaries of State were madexcherewith acquainted, as doth appeare by 
the originall petitions, and ſundry paſlages at Counſell Tabie, how theſe were 
joyntly a meanes with thoſe declared therein, co bring on the ſequeſtracion, 
which could not well have b-en deterred any longer : 1, Becauſethe ub;ecti- 
ons againſt Mr.witherings were many, 2, Ofa high and heinous nature, 3. In 
if regard that offices of this kinde have a tacite condition and obligation annex= 
\þ ed unto them of the officers good bet.aviour, and due performance,the failing 
M wherein becomes a forfeiture, pſo fatto, and 4. Becauſe the King was then 
» upon departure for the N.-rth, and for g90d government of his owne atfaires, 
i and better uſage of his ſubjects, both which were more liable to ſufer in his 
| Mazeſties abſence, yer was ic not intended that Mr.Witherings ſhould. be oure: 
quite without a faire and legall triall, for ac the ſame time the King gave order 
(as appeares) for a Bill co be pur againſt him in Starchamber, the fruits of the 
offices being only retained in d poſiro for him, till he make good his Titi] 
_ and cleare himſelfe of the miſdemeanours he was accuſed of, ſome whereof arc 
j juſtified in the Houſe of Commons, and ara Committee, and others; roo'tedi 
ous for this diſcourſe, will likewiſe be made appeare when the Commmirte 
pleaſes but to give leave ; Yer ſince Mr Fhitherings is on a ſudden ſo impor. 
cunate of diſ»arch, to give a touch hereof in briefs may -perhaps, being ſud 
denly diſperſed, more ſpeedily informe the Honourable Court of Parlii 
ment, and ſave them many a tedious and troubleſome fſircing. 

That Letters have beene opened, quite miſcarried, and ſome mens longe 
detained than others, is proved ih the Houle, partly 2+2v4 woce, and partly b 
ſeverall Letters, and a Petition from the Engl:ſh Merchants living in Italy 
Now ſince, all this and mnzch more may. be done by M. Witherings. in ' ſuc 
manner, as.wil! be impoſſible ro be proved againſt him, that is, when there 

_ no witneſle by,in like caſes ro prevent inconveniences, \uch proofes are accey, 
ted of, as can be had. which in this caſe muſt bee by obliging Mr. wWithcrind: 
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_ that Mr,witheriags did nor ſealeup the Borrmantle according to order of his 


. ieſties command, through rhe 


Lis as well proved againſt him;as ſuch: deeds. of glarkendle, can well hoe, then 


No , Ot ann — nb 


"iter 5 ſhould have writ to the Poſtmaſter of FAniverps. "Venice. hay. 15 
tua; or from whence they came; and: that {axd Poſtmaſter was ro cleate Mr.ll/ 


| | bimſelfe for ſending lenters open, Which diligence if Mr. With:rings cannot charge: 


prove ro have:done; ſo often.as- letters came: open, he is ro be charged. with all lett, 


the opening, ofrhem himſelfe; otherwiſe he-may. open themall,. n1 as ofren-as livereg 


he plea'e,and ſay-he received them ſo from thee: Poſtmaſter of Anwerp,and che 

Poſtmaſter of Anwerp may'open themar UA and ſay it was the Poſt= 
malſÞFof England, and'o the: wholeworld/be d.be:c | 56 —_ by a oY 
of Poſtm-ſbers, there being no other peſſibiling: 

In like manner torall concealing;or detining fo 
other ſome, falls flat.upon Mr. /ithtinvi; 8s; All Legs ditefted from Mr 17 
London rt» Venice, Manrua, Antwerp, Fa yorker place, ſhould be made up: charga 
rogether by themſelves in a bundle, andFated wich the - Poſtmaſters knowne all lett 
ſeale, and from thence to London rec ally's and ifrhe ſeverall bundles tained 
come thus ro hind, ſealed up, then wilkalHetters of one dare 'come together, | 
and not miſcarry, or be delaied;but-ifthey come-open, or ſealed with a ſtrange |} 
ſeale, then is Mr.3/itherings to make the ſeverall-Poſtmaſters reſpeCtively to \ : 
cleare themſelves; which diligence-fince: Mr; witherings proves not to have |* 
uſed), nor made a Role or Inventory of allletters;as he was commanded by his 
Majeſtie and privie Counſell, and prattifed by his predeceſſors, all miſcarriage, 
and decaining ſome mens Jetters longer then ochers,muſt light upon Mr. 7/i- % 
th:rings, otherwiſe he and ſuch Poſtmaſters may delude the whole world, in + 
quite concealing or longer withholding « of cheirleccers, jult as in opening them 
at his pleaſure, as aforeſaid; Bur it isproyed-in the Houſe, and acknowledged 


- 


” 
- 


Majeſtie, and Counſell Table, bur leftir open, by which meanes gold was con- #+:; 
veied our of the Kingdome , as itiis proved.in the Honourable Houſe of Co m- & F 
mons, and the leaving open the Males; flaciy ſignifies ſomeſuch il] intent, or I ou 
a moſt notorious careleſneſſe, andnegle*, inthar che portmantle being open, kin 
as Mr. Witherings uſed to ſend every ralcall poſtil.ion boy, or other, thar Ma 
had the ſaid porcmaatle in kis power, might:beinvited or ab. 14> to convey 72s | 
away his Maieſties packers, or fill his-pockets with leiters worth five of tenne mail 
ounds, or what he pleaſed, and deliver. them to-any Varrineror paſſenger 
inthe packer Boat which went-to: Callis or Dankecke, whether the ſaid letters Card 
were direted, the (aid Marriners: or paſſenger might deliver them as well as of M: 
the poſtmaſter himſelfe, and-1 receive the ready money for them - now were .it thn, 
not that Mr. Yitherings was contented to endanger his Maiefties packets and 
affaires, and run an imminent bazard af his owne loſle, contrary to his Ma- 
Na:10n.ofa farre greater unlawfull gain by 
poracin af gold, and es. prohibired and unaccuſtomed goods, which 
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© kimaltpgether incapable to exexlite; afecinehess 
; Beſides Mr./itherings his refu lixſend his Majeſties packers, was fo [I 


vident, as being bur conſidered of, may chance make it a lefler: vill; char 


Mr.itherings bis Offices (if his they'be , be-depoliced ( chough.otherwiſe il. 
ligally)in ſuch hands as know better how c9-mannage them for himthenhim-: 
ſelfe, rather then his Maieſties packets ſhould nor be ſent Kvay, ill Nena ie. 


therings had been convicted by a two or three terines ſure at Law,in which; 
terim the affaires of King and-Stace might have ſuffered wreparabiy yo. 
Ir is then humbly motioned unto the Honorable Comminee,chathoagh all 
| thereaſons here mencioned, with ſome'others, were n"1 ſpecified in the ſeque- 
| tration, ſince really they were motives chereunta, and well hoped by ſuch 28 
_ - it Concernes, thar it will be found both juſt and equizable, eſpecially wich this 


ſupreme Court of equity, that thofe'rogether with che reſt he all examined be- fe 


fore the ſequeſtration be removed. « ' ;- 

Bur if Mr. Witherings doe ſtil} perfiſt deelining cherriall af his Pacent,and 
the examination of his mildemeanours, exagerating his legal} purtring our, 
and importuning for a repoſſeſſion, in cale this Honarable Commiitee ſhould: 


be inclined thereto, may they pleaſe anely co reflect = Aa how the Lord , 
reſcoreyeares, as. 


& ranhop: (whoſe predeceſſours enjoyed theſe Offices for 
* 15 notorious to all the world) had the Broad Seal of Kigland hkewtle,was puc 


our of poſſeſſion illegally, 8 that the fame Law which Mwitherings, implores: | 


'* toputhim in 3gain,may be thovghtinclinable to repoſſeſle the Lord Stanbope: 


% firſt, the rather in regard, that if the Lord Stanhope had not beene -frit rurned | 
'- outillegally Vir. witherings had never come in at all, as alſo becauſethere is 


no Petttionbeſides. the Lord Sramropes before this Honorable Court; which 


I as claimfto cither forrain-or Inland Office,unlefſe the Earle of Warmicks,, | 


a Copy of whoſe Depuration, in ſuch caſe we humbly crave, anda compfrent 
time to ariſwer ro it, fince the Lord Stanbops , and the Poſtmalſters £ peymuns 


have beetfe pur in theſe wwelve moner\s,, and che Farlke of Warwicks nor. 
full rwelye dayes ſince, which being but onee taken notice of. wedoenor; . 
onely hope, bur reſt aſſured it may ftand with che Juſticeand Equiry of this; 


Supreme Afembly, to grant.us our EOINEE whercunts we muſt  ikullſore our. - 


ſelves howſoever. 
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